
» social aspect of gelling to see the oomraunl-
friends." 

Ms. Lamba, 34, sold there are orijy tyro 
other SLkh families In Glen Head, where she 
has Irved for the last 19 years, so she places 

, great vaCue Jo beJag able to come to a place 
where she can be just ere of many. Here, the 

-women's colorful tunics and head shawls do 
net stand out; nor do the men's turban9 or 

* k°ys' palkai — a head covering gath* 
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UPAfS STILL HUNGRY 

-A guarded outlook for 

the summer and a plea 

for aggressive action 

in coming years. 2 

A SAG MAABOft WINTER 

Hofstra is marking the 
centennial of John 
Steinbeck's birth. 14 

""'b •rftyuru, irvu. ijr uuuinuij| 
Ln population from I7J523 In 1690 to 14,133 In 
2000, according to Ihe 2000 census. Asian 
Indiana, who Include Sikhs, Hindus, Muslims 
and Christians, are now the largest Asian 
group en Long Island, fallowed by the Chi-
oeso and the Koreans. 

These Asian groups have grown enough In 
recent years to support their own supermar­
kets, language schools, churchej, lemples 
and mosques on Long Island, making the 

weekly trips that many families used to 
moke tocihnJc enclaves In Queens unneces­
sary. Many members ol these Asian groups 
say the best restaurants and specially 
stores still lie west of Nassau County, and 
lies to places like Little liutla In Jackson 

not yet been severed. Bui the Asian crnraiu-
nltles oo Long Island are well on their way 
toward self-suflkiency. 

Many ol the Island's Asian families first 
settled In Ihe ethnic enclaves In Queens and, 
following a time-honored patiern, mlgraled 
to Long Island In search of the suburban 
Idea! — a single-family home, a patch of 
lawo and belter public schools. 

"When we initially come to settle In this 
country, most go to the city where they can 

the week, everybody Is busy," he said. "Bet 
on the weekend, we can all come together 
here as a community." 

The largest con central loos of Imfians on 
the Island are In Elmom, HkJrsvllle. East 
Mearkiw and North New Hyde Park. In the 
Herrtcks school district, which has seen a 
large In flu* of Indian and Korean families, 
Ihe Asian population In the high school went' 
Irom 5.5 percent Li 1985 to more than 3« 

Continued on Page 7 

Parents Fean A Monster in the Playground Y 
By J0ANSWIR5KY 

KATHY RICHARDSON, a'^Cerk 
Place resident, was picking up her 
k-year-dd son, Danny, from a dBy 
care center la Mlneola last No­

vember when she saw a noltce saying Use 
E.P.A. planned to drill next door. 

"When 1 went oulslde, I noticed drilling 
etgdpmeol In the parkbig lot next door and I 
called the Department of Health the next 
day la ask ihem If the playground and Ihe 
drinking water was safe," Ms. Richardson 
Bald. "A representative visited the site with­
in days. He told me thai the D.O.H. had no 
record oJ a day care center even being 
Ihere. Bui be (mmettletely arranged for Ibe 
air to be tested and called Ihe Environmen­
tal Prelection Agency." 

Word quickly spread the! the day care 
eerier was adjacent to an active Superfund 
toxic waste site. Now ao outraged group of 
parents wants to find out why ihey were nof 
notified two years earlier, when the site was 
placed no the Superfuod list. 

Ms. Richardson, 37 and divorced, said her 
soa Is bUII going to Ihe day care center 
"because he has a wonderful male teacher 
who acts as a role model. And, also, f feel 
confident thai Ihe air Is belter now and thai 

ihe authorities are getting the nrabfem 
solved." 

Bui many other parents have withdrawn 
their children. "We have lost almost bnlf our 
enrollment," Llhby Bar land, vice president 
for marketing at Tutor Time's corporate 
headquarters in Boca Raton, Fla, said of 
the Mlneola site. "Presently we have less 
than IW children enrolled." 

Leslie McCarthy, a Westbury resident 
who withdrew her 3-year-old son, Kevin, and 
17-tnonlh-ald daughter, Crpce, from Tuior 
Time after the news spread, said she had 
been told that enrollment was down to « 
from nearly full capacity In September. Tha 
echool Is licensed to serve 212 children. 

"My children had constant upper-respira­
tory conditions when ihey were at TUlor 
Time, and Grace ended up twice In Ibe 
emergency room," said Mrs. McCarthy, «I, 
an assistant director al the Goddard Insll-
tuie for Space Studies Ln Manhattan. She 
said a group of parents met in February 
with federal, stale and local health officials, 
"but there's still a tot of anger " 

"People lose patience quickly when they 
dou'l get the answers they warn and need " 
she said. 

Stephanie A. Schools, 33, who lives In 
Hlcksvllle and works In Jericho, sold she 
transferred her 3-year-ofd son, Michael, to 
another day care center, "f was Incredibly 

rt was 
U*WT plunged at Tutor Time, a day care center in MineoU, after parents kerned 
next to a tone waste site, Many want to know why they weren't told sooner. 

livid that I never got a call from Tuior Time 
telling ma thai they knew about the toxic 
she," she said. 

The Mlneola center Is located at go Her» 
rkks Road, nest to the site of the former 

Jackson Steel Company, which manufac­
tured metal forms from 1977 until IWI. 
Byproducts of Ihe degreesens used to clean 
the mollis — (errachloroedryleoE, perohlo-

Cociiiued on Page II 
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. Parents' Fear: A Monster in the Playground 
Contrived From Pagt I 

fbelbykne and IrlchToioeUiylene — 
eoniambtated the soil and graund-
weler. Hie ehemlcab have been 
Ibiked to cancer in eomtsludle* end 

federal DepertmeW ol Health 
and Human Services Hats Item as 
faring the potential lor causing 

land acuie and chronic neurological 
Hlmmiy proMemi, kidney and llv-
4"dttoase andlmnmne system prob­
lems 
« Between I97S andIMS, private and 

1 pMy health department bispec-
Cona fotmd multiple contaminants h 
ate aril, fei IBM, ate rile was placed 
it the E-PA's nailenal priority list 
<d pollated she* and h 2000 H be-
•ma a QM 2 federal Suptrhisd 
rite. Rich CeWll, a spokesmen si the 
f.P.A. oil Ice In New Yorii City. aaM 
8te re were 15 Class 3 Superfuad SHaa 
( Mattel* and 15 In Cuffok. 
• Class I denotes the moat seven 
toebisia.bai Waller Hang. president 
d Taslcs Tangetinfc a computer-
mapping company thai tracks toale 
Ota; said no site has ever been 
placed to (list category. 
• The Jackson Steel ilta dear tyb 
W Uic place that n day care cmter 
•meld no have been sltueled, or 
anyplace In the vicinity," Mr. Hang 
fhfd. "This eater bright entttoone 
<ri the most toxic damp rites In the 
dbuntiy." 
J But only this nmih WBS a sign 
posted outside the school Identifying 
the property as a Soperfund site. And 
eight barrels ol taxlc waste remain 
ki abvltdlng at the site. 

The bands that remain el (he 
rite were left there for ua to sample 
their conceals, to see what was' In 
•hem before they were dltpoaed of," 
Mr. CaMD soldi "The baireb ate 
toady to be moved and we're now 
frranglng for ihelr disposal" 
. * The Tutor Tlma parema are not 

I only ones alarmed, 'I'm very 
I becaoae my family and I 

,.t wwMn . •—»^ 

oVe 

Oidnto 

re^j ^ QWGnf 

fP ft *VD 

the center." 
Ms. Borland sold lite Mlneota TVs-

tor Time was Issued a cerilllcete 01 
occupancy when II opened In 199S 
"with no environmental Issues com­
ing up." She said Tutor Time wet 
notified by Die E.PA In Msrcb 1001 
el upcoming testing at the Jackson 
Sleel she, "but most people did noi 
give It e second (bought. II was never 
deemed a concern or anything to 
worry about when Uwy did testing In 
November, they still never lotd us 
Utere wes a con cent or reason to 
woiry. We lake direction from ihe 
Department of Family Services as 
wed as the E.PA Everyone loudly 
downplayed any air quatfly Mam." 

Mr. Van 5 fyke said (he day care 
centet'e license was renewed last 
October "because we were sot 
•were af Ute air quality Issues ustll 
the following month." He add Tutor 
Time is BOW complying with state 
sad feder ol mandates to monitor the 
eh, "but If ihe time should cecne that 
(bay don't meknata ongoing air nuv 
Korttg, we will act very awlllly to 
suspend (hair Decree and prohibit 
them 'rum operating." 

Cynthia Brown, a spokeswoman 
for the Hasten County Department 
of Health, arid bar department 
"alerted to erahiats new day care 
el tee In ISM to see If they were 
ed|iccul to my potential environ-
mental hearts like gas stattrma or 
dry cleaners." Bui elder sties, Urn 
Tutor Tlma, were not evaluated, die 
arid. "Ifheo we leaned af ihts in 
November, we began assisting the 
E.PA and stale health department 
bt contacting Bsc school end parents 
aad taking elr samples." 

Nicole Sellxer, community Inrelve-
menl ooordbator althe E.PA office 
hi New York City, add the air sam­
ples were below the stale health de­
partment's Droll* "but due to Ihe 
ssnriilvhy of ibe population eirpased, 
the couoiy besllh department look 
edddkmsl tests In mid-December" 
and found levels df perchtorwthy-
lere, abo known as perc, lhal ex­
ceeded state Bmtla by more than ISO 
percent teilde TUtor Tlma, 

By (he end of January, the school 
and slate and focal agencies had 
baisNed a new ventilaiten and air 
flttratfoa syttera and a vacuum-ex-
(reclkm system under the budding's 
foundailon lo remove perc vapors. 
Subsequent air testing revealed "a 
slgnlKcani reduction In contamt-
nann (o levels well below uole lim­
its," Ms. Brown sold. More soil tell­
ing wis conducted In mid-February; 
Ihe results are expected litis week. 

Cleaning nptovtc waste sties "Is a 
slnv.alish rvmr«>«." M< Cetiwr «»M 

Some parents 
report mysterious 
illnesses. 

The congress worn en. a registered 
nurse, said thai when her grandchil­
dren ellended Tutor Time, sbe used 
to ask her daeghterln-law, "Why are 
die kids always getting sick?" 

"J live on Long Island, where we 
have high breast cancer and pros tote 
cancer rates, and no w a rise In leuke­
mia," Mrs. McCarthy oald "Whet 
there agencies don't understand b 
lhat perception lo everything. Even If 
Ihey don't have anything to hide. It's 
getting U) look Diet way." 

Gerard Matter, a New York City 
firefighter, reld he mei E.P.A. olft-
clots at Tutor Thne when they were 
testing the sir In February: 

"I asked them if ihe-air vrea safe 
and Ihey reld yea," said Mr.Msber, 
"so 1 ided Uiem to put their signa­

tures on puper saying II was ID0 
percent safe, but Ihey wouldn't. They 
said, 'We feel It's safe.' to I told Uiem 
I don't operate en feellngr, f waul 
bard data. Who will be ratpoitsibte 
for tracking there children or paying 
for ihefrcare If ihey gel heshh condi­
tions lhal come I ram (Ms ritef.' 

He and bis wife, Lisa, Immediately 
removed Ihelr 5-yeer-old daughter, 
Gabrlelta, Inim Ihe school. 

"I want legislation raying thai Ihe 
regulatory agencies have lo work 
together, coordinate ihelr operations 
turd commonlcate with each other," 
Mr. Mafter xald. "Before 9/11, tte 
P.B.I. and CIA and D.EA didn't 
communkate at all with each other, 
but now they do and we're all belter 
ufl." 

Mnt'CSrr said: "These agendas 
knew there wre a day cere center 
ndxl to a eonlamtneied trehmrUI 
rile thai the government has been 
Investigating tor more than 10 yean, 
and Ibqrdld nothing. Ihey keep talk­
ing aboul 'mbilmum rtitr levels' of 
ipabis and chtmkals. bid I say lo 
them: When It's your chfld, (here It 
BO acceptable mtelmum risk." - • 
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Work in this building," said Stanley J. 
Sanders, whose law firm, Sanders ft 
Sanders, is next door to Tutor Time, 
pie other Immediate neighbors are a 
gool hall, an electronics store and a 
restaurant. 
I Mr. Sanders said the contamina­
tion of tbe Jackson Steel property 
iad long been known. In 1982, he aaid, 
Winthrop University Hospital consid­
ered buying the site. "But after K 
conducted major environmental 
Studies and tound metal dust and a 
plume of pollution underneath the 
Jackson steel building, they decided 
hot to buy it," he said. 
* "An abandoned corporation owns 
the property, and probably S3 million 
gf accumulated taxes haven't been 
paid on it for more than IS years." 
Mr. Sanders said "Fleet Bank owns 
Jhe mortgage, but they won't Ion-
close because they probably don't 
want the responsibility of cleaning n 
VP" 
• (A spokeswoman lor Fleet Bank in 
Boston would neither confirm nor 
deny that it held a mortgage on the 
property.) 
. "The county and the village have 
known about this lor IS years, and 
it's a shame they did nothing and 
didn't assume the responsibility (or 
Jhe cleanup," Mr. Sanders added 
i'They did nothing. But with their 
knowledge of Jackson Steel, they 
should have done more when tbe day 
care center moved In." 
I '"1 feel deceived by tbe govern­
ment agencies that knew about thts." 
Ms. Richardson said "Until things 
get hot, they don't seem to talk to 
each other. Why didn't the agency 
Iftat gives out licenses tor day cars 
Jcnters know this was a Superfund 
cite?" 
T William C. Van Slyke. a spokes­
man for the state Office of Children 
and Family Services, the agency that 
licenses day care enters outside 
•New York City, said: "We only 
learned about die Jackson Steel site 
1n December from the state health 
department and we Immediately de­
termined that Tuitor Time had been 
Informed of its existence by the 
JEJP.A. the previous March but failed 
co notify our agency, which they're 
Required to do. So we f ined them SSOO 
in January." 
I Mr. Cahill confirmed that his agen-
py faxed notice of the site's contami­
nation to tutor Time in March 2001. 
! But Ms. Barland said: "We never 
heard the words Jackson Steel until 
November, when we were advised to 
send a note about the site to the 
families, and we never heard the ' 
word Supertund until December. 
There were no alarm bells. 
. -we-ve been hi touch with a0 die 
agencies on a continual basts to 
make sure the environment was safe 
and there was no threat to any 
child," Ms. Barland continued. "The 
ERA. has not recomihended dosing 

GB8BUBB£ tip (BkM 
sluggish process." Ms. Seiuer said 
adding that the EJPA posted a no­
tice at Tutor Time Informing tbe 
parents of the problem In November. 
But adept for Ms. Richardson, no 
parent seems to have seep it 

"When a child has pink eye. every 
parent gets an individual note from 
tbe school," said Benedetto Carr. a 
resident of Garden City whose 3-
year-old daughter, Charlotte, attend­
ed Tutor Time "But when your child 
Is in a toxic environment, there is oo 
personal note, only an alleged notice 
that they were asked to produce ata 
parent-teacher meeting In Jamniry 
but couldn't." 

In a show of hands, every parent at 
a meeting of Tutor Time parents 
Monday night at Winthrop Universi­
ty Hospital indicated that they bad 
not seen the notice. 

Mrs. Carr, 33, a paralegal with the 
non-profit Family and Children's As­
sociation in Hempstead, said that her 
daughter had hives and breathing 
problems until she removed her 
from the school in January. "Then 
they vanished and never came 
bade." she said. 

"I'm worried about the long-term 
effects of these poisons on my child 
and other children." she added. "The 
government agencies and the school 
were either lax or they didn't want to 
give us Information. Our country 
keeps calking about putting kids first 
and it cakes a village, but this is not 
the case. Concern for our kids was 

Parents question 
who knew about 
the toxic site and 
when. 

not their top priority." 
Kierah Crowley, a New York Post 

reporter who lives m Bell more, re­
moved his daughter, from the school 
but has demanded that the state test 
all the children for liver and lUStcy 
function. 

"There la no science on these lev* 
els of exposure in children," he said. 
"That's the least the state could do 
after It concealed so much evidence 
about this site for years." 

Ms. Settler said: "Parents hove 
every reason In the world to feel, 
concerned and co want Information. 
We've ordered Tutor Time to clean 
up their environment and we're 
overseeing the process." 

That is not good enough for Rep, 
Carolyn McCarthy otMineola. Leslie 
McCarthy's mother-in-law. 

"Tve been working on getting an­
swers to this from the E.PA and 
other agencies, nearly dally. (Or a 
year," die congresswoman said, 
"and I foot we're getting stone­
walled. Now, they're all of a sudden 
talking about removing mo mmm 
but they've been raising red flags by 
not being more forthcoming." 
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